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What is Data Synchronization?
Provides an automated way to keep our item 

information (which includes Point of Sale, Purchase 
Order, and Warehousing information) 

synchronized with suppliers

using the global industry standards, including XML 
formats, centralized validation, and Global Data 
Synchronization Network (GDSN)

for all trade items to improve accuracy and efficiency 
across the supply chain.
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Many Types of Hierarchies

·Single Tier  - Television

·Pallet ɀCase ɀEach

·Display Pallet  - PDQ

·Mixed Pallet - Assortments ɀBoth Like and Unlike

·Case ɀEach
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GTIN Assignment Methods
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Core Information

GLNs

GTINs

Quantities

Dimensions (Length, Width, Depth, Weight, Ti / Hi)

Descriptions



Extended Attributes from GDSN
·Extensions (3000 to 8000+ attributes):
·Compliance, Recalls, Hazardous Materials and 

Waste

·Sustainability

·Packaging

·Assortments

·Entertainment, DYI, Office Supplies, Apparel

·Category Specific Attributes  -- Global Product 
Classifications (GPC) & The United Nations 
Standard Products and Services Code®(UNSPSC®) 

·Pricing

·Images and rich text fields



Global Data Synchronization Network
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Walmart Internal Process
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Key Lessons Learned
ÅThere is tremendous value for both Wal-Mart and our 

suppliers in accurate data synchronization

ïElimination of Supply Chain disruption and waste

ïMore collaborative focus on improving customer 
satisfaction and sales

ï$1.1 Million With One Supplier

ÅSynchronization is not just about technology, it is about our 
people interacting differently in a new world
ïStandards Are Critical

ïWe Have To Be Involved

ÅEliminate Roadblocks

ïResistance To Change Is Inevitable

ÅOur ñBest Suppliersò are learning, leading, and realizing 
the greatest benefits in this new environment



GDSN Growth Jan 2005 ςMay 
2006

Jan 2005 May 2006 Sept 2009

Active Data Pools 7 7 27 

Subscribers / Users 200 5,328

112 retailers 

5,216 

manufacturers

19,777

213 retailers

19,564

manufacturers

GTINs (Items) Registered 180,000 564,000 4,069,816

Items Coded with GPC 

(Classification) Codes

345,000 2,962,295



GDSN Website: www.gs1.org/gdsn


